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others. Thus she tries to expose the shallowness of Duryodhana's
friendship for Kama. Then she speaks about the virtue of Dhar-
maja by using the adjective 3-^11^13: (one who has no enemies)

and suggests that such a Dharmaja will salute him (Kama) with
his (Dharmaja's) head glorified by the sacrificial rites followed in
Rdjasnya.30

Then she refers to his flair for heroism and fame, for which he
made an issue during the exhibition of the skill in martial arts by
young royal princes. Arjuna was his main rival in that field. And
so she tells him here that both Arjuna and Kama should unite
as fridends first (^fiRsnpft ^r) like fire and air, and realise their
brotherhood next like^Hq-db A^vins and then get name and fame.

On hearing such a planned argument from Kunti the first
reaction of Kama is a smile (R-Hrcii) . Agastya introduces this

smile to inform us about Kama's clear understanding of Kuntz's
mental make-up at that moment. Kama answers his mother point
by point and his order of preference of the issues referred to by her
is quite different. The order is almost reverse here. He refers to
valour first and says that battle is a cfkfcH^KcMd: (13 - 9) when all
are worried about the impending war and destruction Kama feels
war to be a 'pastime for Heroes'. Then he refers to his friendship
with Duryodhana and the kingdom he has got because of the tatter's
affection for him, and hopes on him. Finally he comes to the
point of brotherhood of the Pdndavas and assures Kuntz that the
number of the brothers will remain at five, finally of course with
Kama if Arjuna is killed, or with Arjuna if Kama is killed. This
conversation highlights the skill of the composition of Agastya.

Then Agastya describes the movements of the rival armies
to Kuruksetra. The Pandava army is in seven 'Aksauhinis' and
Agastyapandita compares them to the oceans newly created by
sage Agastya. Here the poet suggests an idea of creativity, a
positive help to the universe. Not only that, here he directly

30 ^f <M<^icr^l^jd^ %rf ^^^Id^lWR: (13 - 7)